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The MDG report con�rms that goal-setting can lift millions of people out of poverty, empower women and girls, improve 

health and well-being, and provide vast new opportunities for better lives.

Only two short decades ago, nearly half of the developing world lived in extreme poverty. The number of people now living 

in extreme poverty has declined by more than half, falling from 1.9 billion in 1990 to 836 million in 2015.

The world has also witnessed dramatic improvement in gender equality in schooling since the MDGs, and gender parity in 

primary school has been achieved in the majority of countries.




